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Predicting Honey Flow
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In last month's newsletter, I discussed the concept of predicting honey flow using growing degree days. This is a running summation of the daily high and low temperatures since the last frost. Since plant development is controlled by temperature (in addition to other factors such as rain fall and hours of day light), horticulture experts have discovered that plant blooming, and therefore, honey flow, can be predicted based on growing degree days. Below is a graph of the growing degree days based on temperatures record at Bush Intercontinental Airport. Our last freeze was March 5, with a recorded low of 29(F.

I have heard from a few people regarding various blooming events they have observed. Mr. Ivy reported seeing his bees bringing in pollen as early as the first week of February, well before the last frost. This suggests to me why it may not be as important to feed our bees pollen substitute in this part of the country. Mr. Ivy also noted berries blooming on March 12 and pears on March 17. I saw small patches of white clover before the last frost and didn't see any again until last week.

Please keep a close watch on your bees and let me know when you think the honey flow has started. Those are the really important dates in my mind. If I can predict this date with confidence, then I can know when to get my honey supers out to the field.

The other critical plant event is the blooming of any "undesirable" plants such as broom weed. These plants produce a strong tasting honey that few beekeepers want to harvest. Since these plants bloom in late summer, we need to get the honey supers off the hives before the bees pull nectar from them.

At Our Next Meeting

Valerie Craft has asked Mr. Henry Steitz to speak at this month's meeting. Mr. Steitz is a retired district forester at Jones State Forest where he worked for 16 years serving a seven county region. He is a former beekeeper and active supporter of youth involvement in bees. Mr. Steitz will talk to us about which trees (especially native types) are good sources of nectar and which are not.

For our May meeting, Michelle Warren will talk about cooperative opportunities between our group and the 4H regarding youth involvement.

Last Month to Pay Dues

If you haven't paid your 2002 dues, please send a check to Patricia d'Agrella today. This is the last newsletter to be sent to delinquent members.

Remember: we will meet
 in the library at
 Travis Intermediate School.
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Valerie Craft, 1st vice president

Randy Sneed, 2nd vice president

Patricia d'Agrella, secretary

Elvis d'Agrella, treasurer

Monthly meetings: 

Second Thursday at 7:00pm

Travis Intermediate School

1100 N Thompson, Conroe

Montgomery County Beekeepers
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Watch for swarming. Check for queen cells and cut them out (if queen still present). Recheck every ten days until end of month.





Install honey supers. Strong colonies can get four if comb is drawn, two if foundation only. Weak colonies get less accordingly.
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Travis Intermediate





Email comments to Bruce Blake at txbeekeeper77381@yahoo.com.





Berries blooming





White clover
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